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BACKGROUND

• Two literature reviews conducted:

- GTFCC

- WHO Essential Medicines List Group

• Both reviews loosen restriction on use of
doxycycline in children under 8 and
pregnant women

• Use of antibiotics discussed at 2017 Case
Management WG meeting



KEY DISCUSSION POINTS DURING 
WG MEETING
• Rehydration remains the mainstay of treatment
for the full spectrum of clinical cases

• Treatment to improve condition of individual vs
to reduce transmission

• Which antibiotic to use – efficacy, ease of use,
availabilityState of dehydration for antibiotic
therapy (moderate vs severe)

• In structure vs. in community use

• Concerns around antibiotic resistance



RECOMMENDATIONS  
GTFCC Case Management WG recommendations on the use of antibiotics

Local antibiotic resistance must be taken into account when deciding on first line 
treatment 



DECISION ON USE OF ANTIBIOTICS 
IN CONTACTS OF PATIENTS
“Regarding the use as prophylaxis, the WG agreed 
to the following:
Use of antibiotics in asymptomatic contacts of an 
index case within a household (defined as people 
sharing single cooking pot) is not recommended 
unless as part of a formal study designed to 
answer questions on effectiveness and impact on 
resistance development to provide evidence to 
inform future guidance.
No mass chemoprophylaxis.”



TECHNICAL NOTE USE OF 
ANTIBIOTICS FOR THE TREATMENT 
AND CONTROL OF CHOLERA
Published on GTFCC website: 
http://www.who.int/cholera/task_force/en/

http://www.who.int/cholera/task_force/en/



